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1885.] Geography and Travels. 1083 

GENERAL NOTES. 

GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 1 

General. — The Royal Geographical Society have adopted in 
the spelling of geographical names a set of rules, the general use 
of which will do much to avoid the present confusion. Familiar 
names, such as Calcutta, Celebes, Mecca, etc., will be retained in 
their present form, but with these exceptions foreign names in 
countries which use Roman letters will be spelled as by the re- 
spective nations. The true sound of the word as locally pro- 
nounced will be taken as the basis of the spelling, but only an 
approximation will be aimed at, no attempt will be made to rep- 
resent the more delicate inflections of sound and accent. The 
vowels will be pronounced as in Italian, and the consonants as in 
English ; every letter will be pronounced, and the only accent 
used will be the acute, placed upon the syllable on which stress 
is laid. Indian names (East Indian) are accepted as spelled in 
Hunter's Gazetteer. Thus: Fiji and Zulu are accepted spellings, 
not Feejee and Zooloo. All vowels are shortened in sound by 
doubling the following consonant, and the doubling of a vowel 
is only necessary when there is a distinct repetition of the single 
sound, as in Oosima. Au is to be pronounced ow as in how, 
thus Fuchau, not Foochow, is to be written. The sound of 
English f will be represented by that letter, not by ph, thus, Hai- 
iong not Haiphong. G is always hard, soft g is written j ; h is 
always pronounced when inserted, and Dj must not be written 
for the sound of j. K is to be written for hard c, thus, Korea 
not Corea ; the oriental gutturals kh and gh will be used ; kw 
will be used for qu (Kwangtung), and y is always a consonant, 
and should therefore never be used at the end of a word. 

Africa. — M.Foncauld's Travels in Morocco. — M. Charles deFou- 
cauld accomplished during 1883 and 1884 a remarkable journey 
of exploration in Morocco. Renouncing his prospects in the 
military career, he disguised himself as a Jew, concealing his ba- 
rometer and sextant under the long veil with which the Jew 
covers himself during prayer. Without servants, tent or bed, 
without baggage or horse, he traveled and worked eleven 
months among people who, had they unmasked him, would have 
killed him as they have others. Little was known of the geog- 
raphy of Morocco before his journey. The first map of the 
country on the scale of 1 : 2,000,000 was drawn up in 1845 by 
M. Emilien Renou. Three years afterwards this was revised by 
Capt. Baudouin, and the scale increased to 1 : 1,500,000. To the 
7600 miles of roads marked out, with but few determinations of 
latitude and still fewer of longitude, M. de Foucauld had added 
1400 miles of new ground, besides revising and perfecting the 

1 This department is edited by W. N. Lockington, Philadelphia. 
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work of his predecessors. From Cape Guir or Ghir to the Al- 
gerian frontier the length of the great Atlas range was known to 
be 435 miles, but only four points had been determined by pre- 
vious itineraries. M. de Foucauld crossed the chain at several 
new points, of which he determined the altitude, besides journey- 
ing 185 miles along the base of the range, studying the orography 
of the country. The main range is flanked by parallel lines of 
elevation. There is in the north a chain of mountains 185 miles 
long, which bears the names of Djebel-Ait-Seri and Djebel-Beni- 
Uaghain, and in the south there is first of all the Little Atlas, 
and further south the strange outline of the Djebel-Bani range. 
In Dec, 1883, M. Foucauld touched the Wady Dhra'a to the 
south of Tattas. It was dry. Later on he saw it further to the 
north-east, in the district of Mezquita, where it flows through 
plantations of date-palms. The part of this river indicated on 
Dr. Rohlfs' maps is by M. de Foucauld placed one degree fur- 
ther west. M. H. Duveyrier, the writer of the report of M. 
Foucauld's journey, is now traveling in Morocco. 

African News. — The Rev. G. Grenfell has contributed to the 
Royal Geographical Society a chart of the Mobangi, which proves 
to be a great navigable stream, flowing nearly from north to 
south across the blank on our present maps of Africa between 
the sources of the Benue and Shari to the Congo. Mr. Grenfell 
ascended this river from its junction with the Congo, in a delta 
extending from 26 to 42 minutes south of the equator, to 4° 27' 
N. latitude. Throughout the whole district it is a magnificent 
stream, with a mean depth of twenty-five feet, and at the furthest 
point it was still an open water-way. The country around is richly 
wooded and seems fertile, and the banks are more densely popu- 
lated than those of the Congo. It is full of islands. Professor 

Ratzel, in Petermann's Mitteilungen for July, seeks to show 
how misleading it is to color a map of Africa with definite politi- 
cal boundaries. The state of culture in Africa is as varied as the 
ethnology, and these stages of culture are the prime element in 
the so-called political geography of Africa. Professor Ratzel 
divides Africa into twelve " State-forming " peoples, under the 
two great sections of North African and Soudan States, and 

Negro States. -Dr. Mannington, bishop of Equatorial Africa, 

has attached himself to a Swahili caravan to explore a route, 
different to that followed by Mr. Jos. Thomson, via Chagga and 

the Masai Gountry, to the eastern shores of Victoria Nyanza. 

Some Swedish merchants have purchased a tract of land in the 
Cameroons, and have established a considerable trade with the 

natives. -Sig. Buonfanti has published a reply to the doubts of 

Herr G. A. Krause respecting his journey across the Sahara and 
Western Sudan to Guinea. The writer's letter to the Bolletini 
of the Italian Geographical Society is dated May 6th, on board 
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the Corisco at Banana. Documentary proofs of his trip, including 
translations of safe-conducts and firmans from the sultans of Bor- 
nu and Socoto, etc., are, he says, under lock and key at Brussels, 
and will, with the originals, be produced. Herr Krause heard 
nothing of his movements, because he did not reach the coast there, 
but at Portonuovo, some forty-five miles further west. Nothing 
was heard of him in the Yoruba country, because he passed 200 

miles to the east of it. The African travelers, Yuncker and 

Casati, are, according to a telegram received in Berlin, at Lado, 

an Egyptian military post on the Bahr-el-Jebel. M. Cou- 

dreau has, as one of the results of his six journeys in Guiana, 
brought back materials for two new maps, the one of the region 
between the Oyapock, Yari, Amazons, and Atlantic, the other of 

Southern Guiana between the Branco and Paru. M. Ballay, 

at the meeting of the Geographical Society of Paris, on April 
25th, gave an account of his journey with two canoes (in sec- 
tions) to the Alima from the Upper Ogowe. The intervening 
region is an arid steppe strewn with human remains. He estab- 
lished a peace with the Apfurus. M. Leon Guiral has sent 

to the Geographical Society at Paris, a description of the west 
coast of Africa about the mouths of the San Benito or Eyo and 
the Dote, 7^ miles further south. The Eyo is a mile in width 
at its mouth. Banks of rocks bar the entrance, but the left arm 
is navigable for vessels drawing two meters of water. The banks 
are marshy. M. Guiral ascended it about thirty kilometers, to Ini- 
ger, where there are falls. It has several tributaries, some of 
them navigable for canoes. The Dote is a river of little importance, 
with marshy banks, and is about a meter deep and forty meters 
wide along the lower part of its course. It can be ascended in a 
canoe for about twenty-one miles. The commerce of the district 
concentrates in the village on the right bank from which it takes 
its name. The natives are tall and are good canoe-men, but given 
to brandy. The death of Mirambo, in December last, is con- 
firmed ; it was followed in January by that of Kapura, his princi- 
pal adversary. The International Association has handed over 

Karuma and Mpala to the Algerian missionaries, who previously 
possessed five establishments in the region of the Great Lakes. 

The protectorate of France now extends along the whole 

north coast of the Gulf of Tadjura as far as Bahr-Assal, and M. 
Caspari states that the relations of France with the Danakils are 
cordial. Obock is at least a safe and easily accessible harbor, 
and the abundance of water renders possible the cultivation of 
vegetables. The German East African Expedition, com- 
menced five years ago, has now been brought to a close, and 
Herr Paul Reichard, its only survivor, has probably by this time 
reached Zanzibar. Dr. Bohm and Herr Reichard crossed the 
Luapula into Urua, where the former died. After his death his 
companion ascended the Lufira as far as the famous copper 
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mines of Katanga. The wide region lying between the Lualaba, 
Urna, the Kande Irunde mountains, and Iramba, is governed 
by a powerful chief called Msirri. The Lualaba bounds his do- 
minions on the west, and is a considerable river, 400 to 600 yards 
wide where Herr Reichard saw it, and navigable as far as Many- 
uema This river, which from its volume must be looked upon 
as the real head of the Congo, flows through Lake Upemba. 
The Lufira, which is tributary to it, flows through the center of 
the country. It rises twenty days' journey to the south of Ka- 
tanga. Katanga, the exceedingly rich copper mines of which are at 
present unworked, is about 250 miles south-west of Luapula, and 
forms part of Msirri's dominions. 

America. — American News. — In the August number of the 
Proceedings of the Royal Geographical Society, Mr. E. imThurn 
gives a full account of the difficulties incurred in the journey to 
and ascent of Roraima, as well as of the botanical rewards ob- 
tained. The general aspect of all the plants on the summit is 
dwarf, almost alpine, but many lovely flowering plants, including 
one closely resembling the crown imperial, and a luxuriant pitcher- 
plant (Heliamphora) occurred, with a few ferns and one , shrub 
five or six feet high. The top of the mountain is not flat, but 
forms a shallow basjn, the edge formed by the rugged edge of 
the cliff. This basin is divided up into a vast number of smaller 
shallow basins, separated by curiously terraced ridges of rock, 
often of crescentic or even ring-like shape. These basins hold a 
quantity of water, and every shower of rain suffices to swell the 
water to such an extent that cascades fall over the cliff. Sir 
Robert Schomburgk states that the water seems to flow, not from 
the top of the cliff, but from points some distance below. This 
is readily explained, for it flows through deep and narrow sloping 
channels, often cut parallel with the face of the cliff and hidden 
by projecting promontories. The statement of previous travelers 
which Mr. Im Thurn found hardest to explain was that the top is 
covered with trees. This has been made with reference to the 
southern end, where there are certainly none, and our traveler 
believes that the rugged pinnacles and points of rock have been 

mistaken for trees. M. Chaffanjon, writing from Ciudad Bolivar, 

in May, states that with two Ariqua Indians he passed up the 
Caura river to its source, and obtained a mass of curious infor- 
mation respecting the manners and religious beliefs of the 
Arebatas, Penares and other tribes. He was also able to visit 
and study the Yaruras and Mapayes. His explorations on the 
Orinoco have enabled him to rectify many errors in the charts of 

its course. Dr. Finsch is returning to Europe from his recent 

exploring expedition along the unknown portions of Kaiser 
Wilhelmsland, which are situated between Astrolabe bay and 
Humboldt bay. He reports the discovery of several good har- 
bors and of a navigable river. The natives were friendly. 



1 885.] Geology and Palceonlology. 1087 

Asia. — Asiatic Netvs. — Sibiriakoff, the friend and patron of Nor- 
denskjold, during the summer of 1884 ascended the Petchora to 
Oromets, then crossed the Ural to the Sigva or Whitefish river, 
which flows in the Sosva affluent of the Obi, and reached Shiku- 
rik Sept. 2. The journey demonstrates that a trade route is open 

in this direction in summer. Cols. Lockhart and Woodthorpe 

have been despatched with a party to Gilghit, and it is intended 
that full surveys of the region lying to the north-west of Kashmir 
shall be executed. Several passes of no great difficulty here lead 

towards the Russian possessions, which approach closely. 

Colonel Woodthorpe has just completed a journey through the 
Singpho country. He penetrated into the land of the Bor 
Khamptis on. the northern Irawadi, where no traveler is believed 
to have been since Lieutenant Wilcox's tour in 1828. Several 
mines lie north-east of Pedan, the capital, and are worked by an 
inferior and half-subject race called Khanungs. The Irawadi is 

unnavigable at Pedan. The journeys of Dr. Neis in Central 

Taos (more than 3000 miles) have resulted in a vast amount of 
information regarding the commercial routes of the western 
basin of the Mekong, the anthropology and ethnology of the 
Laos and the Khas, and the social, commercial and political con- 
dition of the regions visited. 

Europe. — European Nezvs. — Recent examination of bench 
marks made in 1851 along the Swedish coast of the Baltic show 
that the movement of elevation was continued in the north, and 
that of depression in the south of the Scandinavian peninsula. 
Compared with previous observations, the results prove that since 
1750 the head of the Gulf of Bothnia has risen 2.10 meters. 
About Calmar and Carlscrona no change of level could be detect- 
ed, but the general result is an elevation of the Swedish coast at 
the mean rate of 1.60 meter per century. Four arctic expedi- 
tions are said to be projected for next year. Holland will send 
one, Denmark one and Portugal, newly awakened, it would 
appear, to the love of discovery, will send two. All propose to 
visit the Russian islands of the glacial ocean, but the Danish 
expedition will specially explore the Kara sea,, to define as far 
as possible the unknown region which is supposed to lie to the 
north-east of Novaya Zemlya.- The captains of several Norwe- 
gian steamers despatched to Greenland for seal-hunting, report 
that the east and south coasts are so obstructed by ice that no 

seals have been killed. The population of Iceland in 1880 was 

72,445, all of whom were Lutherans, except 3 Mormons, 1 Catho- 
lic, 1 Unitarian, 1 Methodist and 3 of no religion in particular. 

GEOLOGY AND PALEONTOLOGY. 

On the Presence of Zones of certain Silicates about 
the Olivine occurring in Anorthosite Rocks from the 
River Saguenay. — While engaged during the summer of 1884 



